Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 140314 
ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AS-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OES-07 DLOS-09 CG-00 DOTE-OO 
/084R 

DRAFTED BY EA/K:FHMISCH:JCM 
APPROVED BY EA/K:EHURWITZ 
EA/PRCM:MVBRIESEN 

170055Z 103292/73 

PR 162159Z JUN77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 140314 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, EFIS, KS, CH 

SUBJECT: CHINESE SEIZURE OF ROK FISHING VESSEL 

REF: SEOUL 4953 

1 . AT THIS TIME WE PREFER NOT TO APPROACH CHINESE ON 
BEHALF OF SEIZED ROK FISHERMAN AND WISH TO AWAIT RESULTS 
OF WHATEVER REPRESENTATIONS MAY BE MADE BY BRITISH OR 
OTHERS. 

2. WE HAVE NOTED FROM ROK PRESS CERTAIN INCONSISTENCIES 
IN REPORTING OF SEIZURE AND WOULD APPRECIATE UPDATE ON 
CURRENT SITUATION. ACCORDING TO KOREA HERALD, CHINESE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 140314 

SEIZED UNPA NO. 3 AND REMAINING SEVEN CREWMEMBERS MORE 
THAN 12 HOURS AFTER VESSEL'S CAPTAIN WAS ABDUCTED, AND 
HERALD EDITORIAL OF JUNE 1 1 ALLEGES TWO VESSELS "TAKEN 
BY FORCE" IN PAST MONTH. 

3. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE REPORT OF ATMOSPHERE IN AREAS 
WHERE ROK AND PRC VESSELS ARE COMPETITIVELY ENGAGED IN 
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FISHERY ACTIVITY, ROKG CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR POSSIBLE 
SEIZURES, AND AS MUCH INFORMATION ON LOCATION AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF SEIZURE OR CONFLICT AS MAY BE AVAILABLE. 

WHAT KIND OF FISHING WERE THE KOREANS ENGAGED IN? DID IT 
INVOLVE DRAGGING OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF? WHAT DO THE 
KOREANS SPECULATE MIGHT HAVE CAUSED PRC SEIZURE? 

4. CHINESE SEIZURES OF ROK VESSELS IN EAST CHINA SEA MAY 

BE RELATED TO JUNE 11, 1976 NCNA STATEMENT COMPLAINING 

ABOUT ROK FISHING IN FORBIDDEN ZONES, REC KL ESS 

SAILING AND INTERFERENCE WITH CHINESE FISHERMEN. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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